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of your commands and shall only observe in general that the complaint is not
without foundation, that the ruin of some principal marts abroad, lite exactions
of the late Subahs in Bengal and the high duties collected at the ports we trade
to in the other parts of India, have been so many principal causes of the decline
of our trade which, if added to the number of purchasers being *encreased in
these provinces, the competition of the French settled at Chandernagore and
the great quantities of sugar made by the Dutch at Batavia and carried from
hence to Surat and the Gulph of Persia, there will be no room to be surprised
at the decay so much complained of.
26.   By Captn Brohier's letters to Your Honours you will observe the plan
of the works to be erected here and probably that gentleman has made some
kind of calculate of the expence which we are not competent judges of and
therefore cannot inform you what it is likely to cost the Company.   The citadel
is now carried on with great expedition and is pretty forward.   We have hopes
when it is finished it wil be defencible against any force the French can send
against it at so great a distance from Europe, provided we have a proper
garrison and are well supplied with military stores, both which we take the
liberty to recommend to your more serious attention.
27.   When Mr. Mace arrives your orders relating to that gentleman shall
be obeyed.
28.   In our letters of the 10th instant we advised Your Honours of the
application made us by the Patriot Band to commission their officers and create
them an independent corps, since which we have consulted some of the officers
of Col. Aldercron's Regiment3 who were of opinion it would no way interfere
with the rules and regulations of the army and might very well be allowed
of.   The Board therefore being sensible of the utility of such an association and
being willing to encourage the zeal shown by those gentlemen for the defence
of the settlement and the service of the Company have consented to their being
and acting as an independent corps and have granted commissions to the
following gentlemen in that corps:    a captain's commission to William Ryder
Esqr., a lieutenant's commission to Mr. John Johnstone, an ensign's commis-
sion to Mr. Culling Smith, those gentlemen being chosen by the corps to
be their officers.
29.    Mr. Pearkes being returned from Patna has delivered in to the Board
a copy of a letter to Your Honours which he purposes transmitting by this
ship.   As we have not time at present to make any observations upon it we
shall defer our remarks till the next opportunity.
30.    Mr. William Me Guire arrived here on the Worcester and has taken
his standing in the service conformable to Your Honor's orders,
31.   In reply to the 115th paragraph of your commands of this season we
can only say that no bills of exchange are signed by us till the treasury book
is first layed on the table and due credit given far the amount of each bill
We apprehend therefore the irregularity complained of has been owing to the
Sub-Accomptam's dating the bills on the day they were signifyed to him to be
drawn out and that the payment has been made at two several times; but we
are very certain the bills were not signed till the whole was paid, for which we
beg leave to refer to our consultations where the bills are entered the day
we sign.